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collection of German hymns, which is the air of the 
English "God save the Queen " and has been in use in a 
similar way in other countries. But the real reason why 
" America" has conquered the hearts of the country and 
become a part of every song book in the land is because 
it is the ensoulment of freedom. It sings, praises, prays 
for liberty, and because it so nobly and beautifully voices 
this great principle upon which our country is founded it 
has become the common song-speech of the people. It is a 
patriotic hymn because it is a hymn of liberty. It breathes 
love of country, of a pure and elevated kind, because a 
country of freedom is a country worthy to be loved. The 
patriotism which it expresses is an intelligent and well 
founded patriotism, a patriotism which rests upon right and 
trusts in God, not that blind and furibund sort which is 
found in so many countries and unfortunately prevails so 
widely even in our land. It could not be the national 
sir of any land where liberty is not measurably realized. 

It is, secondly, a hymn of peace. There is only one ex- 
pression in it which possibly suggests the idea of violence, 
of the supremacy of force, and this expression, " protect 
us by thy might," is capable of a higher and truer interpre- 
tation. There is no glorification of war in it, no suggestion 
of hatred and jealousy of other countries, no invocation of 
vengeance upon national enemies. It is cause for profound 
gratitude that the author was kept from letting into his 
song any of this iniquitous and inhuman feeling which 
has done so much mischief in other national hymns and 
will make it necessary some day to rewrite them, or 
adopt others in their places. The number of Englishmen 
who refuse to sing " God Save the Queen " is continually 
increasing. At a great public meeting held in Tremont 
Temple, Boston, in 1887, to listen to the deputation of 
Englishmen then in this country advocating a treaty of 
arbitration between the United States and Great Britain, 
some one, thinking to do honor to the guests, proposed 
the singing of " God Save the Queen." During the sing- 
ing some of the deputation remained seated. When it was 
ended, Sir George Campbell, M. P., then living, rose and 
declared that he had never joined in singing " God Save 
the Queen," that he protested against its being called 
the national anthem, that much of it was national bun- 
combe, that it was little short of blasphemy to call upon 
God to scatter those whom they had made their enemies 
by unjustifiable and wicked wars. Sir Lyon Playfair, M . 
P. , and one or two others also added their protest. 

We never heard of any citizen of this country who re- 
fused to join in singing "America," much less protested 
against it. No such person will ever be found among 
the sane. It has not only been sung by warriors in the 
field, but it has been sung by peace men in Congress as- 
sembled, as it was at Chicago in 1893. It will never have 
to be rewritten for the good time of peace which is com- 
ing. It is a song for all time. 

Dr. Smith's hymn has done much for the union of all our 



people in a common spirit, in a common bond of brother- 
hood and of peace. He himself says of it : 

"In the singing of the hymn we are again all one. There 
are no Democrats ; there are no Republicans. There are 
no mugwumps. But all are patriots. There are no Bap- 
tists, no Congregationalists, no Methodists, no Episcopa- 
lians ; but all are one, singing one melody, and in the 
great bursting of patriotism throughout the country at- 
tuning the one heart to one song." 



" A SOUTHERNER'S PLEA FOR PEACE." 
In the Arena for April Mr. Thomas J. Middleton, in a 
short but well written and sensible article, calls attention 
to a statement which he says he has several times heard 
in recent years, that " it will require a foreign war to ce- 
ment thoroughly the two sections " of our country. He 
thinks that such statements, though dropped casually 
and seemingly unimportant, are liable to accentuate any 
difference which we may have with foreign countries and 
may become the determining factor in some possible 
future question of war. He thinks it better, therefore, 
to look after the mustard seed of error before it develops 
into a tree. 

The following causes are given which he thinks likely 
to operate in bringing on a war, under the stimulation of 
the idea that a foreign conflict would more perfectly unite 
the North and the South. 

1. The fascination of war and of military glory which 
affects even the most civilized peoples. 

Mr. Middleton is right in placing this at the head of 
the list. He need not have cited what Professor Ridpath 
says of the contempt in which peaceful China is held to 
show that butchery is considered " glorious " and "per- 
fidious politics the principal business of mankind." This 
opinion is much less prevalent than formerly, but there is 
plenty of it left yet, and unquestionably we are in more 
danger to-day of a foreign war from this fascination of 
military glory than from any other source. How it may 
be in the South we do not know, but at the North the 
contagion of it is steadily spreading. 

2. The South forms no exception to the rule that the 
vanquished often seek an opportunity to have another 
fight. 

It would seem that this tendency might cause the Sou th- 
erners to want to fight the North again ; Mr. Middleton 
does not say how it would operate to cause them to want 
to fight some foreign nation. He means, perhaps, that 
as there is no probability of another war with the North 
they would he glad to fight anybody, simply to show 
their former conquerors that their spirit has not been sub- 
dued. We can hardly believe that the Southern people 
are much affected with this spirit. The North is much more 
likely to be afflicted with the desire to whip somebody 
else, simply because she has whipped somebody hereto- 
fore. There are symptoms of this disease in various 
parts of the North. 
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3. The Southern people are bora leaders. This charac- 
teristic of Southern men, caused doubtless by their pecu- 
liar relations to a long subject race, is well known. 

This is undoubtedly a fertile soil for the growth of that 
peculiar sort of leadership and domination for which a mili- 
tary life opens the way. 

4. The Southern leaders would be disposed to go into a 
war, because men are always inclined to that in which they 
excel. " The South has always beaten the North in mili- 
tary leaders." Examples are given in verification of this 
undoubted historic fact. 

Mr. Middleton thinks that these tendencies and charac- 
teristics of the South might be the determining factor in a 
question of war. The Southern people, the masses that 
is, though not in favor of another war, could be more 
easily led into one on foreign soil than on their own. 

An interesting statement is given in the article of the 
unquestioned responsibility of the South for both the civil 
war and the Mexican war. 

It is unpleasant for a Southerner to remind Southern- 
ers of these disagreeable facts of history, he says, and 
he does it only for the purpose of preventing them from 
bringing upon themselves the guilt of some possible 
future war. The North and the South are already well 
cemented together, he thinks, and if they were not, war 
is too costly a process. " This is the country which 
should set others the example of peace." 
• This is the voice of a Southerner true to his people and 
true to the whole country, true to the high principles of 
our national life. We wish it could be heard and heeded 
all over that section of our now united country which has 
known the most of the bitter, blasting effects of war. 
Nothing is clearer than that for a few years now the 
" bloody chasm" between the two sections of our coun- 
try has been rapidly closing, and we can conceive of 
no greater wickedness on the part of any citizen or 
body of citizens than to make the pretence of filling up 
this chasm the occasion of blowing another into exist-. 
ence, by dynamite shell and torpedo, between this 
country and some other with which we are now and 
ought always to be at peace. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The Annual Business Meeting of the American Peace 
Society will be held at 2.30 o'clock p. m. Thursday, May 
16th, in Pilgrim Hall, Congregational House, Boston. 

A special public meeting will be held in the evening of 
the same day in Association Hall, corner of Boylston and 
Berkeley streets, to promote public sentiment in behalf of 
the proposed treaty of arbitration between the United 
States and Great Britain and also in behalf of the neutral- 
ization of Hawaii. Short addresses will be made by Mr. 
Edward Atkinson, Rev. Reuen Thomas, D. D., Hon. 



George S. Hale, Hon. S. B. Capen, Mr. Henry Lloyd 
and others. It is greatly to be desired that all the mem- 
bers of the Society who are within reach of Boston may 
arrange to be present and support this movement of public 
opinion. All persons who may see the announcement of 
the meeting are cordially invited to attend. 

The date of the Conference of the Interparliamentary 
Peace Union has been fixed for August 19th, at Brussels. 
Two dates are, therefore, under consideration for the 
Peace Congress, either the 12th of August, one week 
earlier than the Conference, or the 26th, one week 
later. The latter date has been practically, though not 
yet officially, decided upon. This will throw the Congress 
late enough to give the delegates going from this country 
the advantage of the winter rates of travel which usually 
go into effect the first of August. The Congress is to be 
held at Luxemburg and, from the growing interest in the 
cause in Europe, it will doubtless be a large and interest- 
ing gathering. 

The peace negotiations between Japan and China were 
concluded on the 16th ult. It has been somewhat difficult 
to get the exact terms of the treaty but they are, as re- 
ported, substantially these : 

1 . The Independence of Korea. 

2. Japan retains the places she has conquered, includ- 
ing the peninsula on which Port Arthur is situated as 
far north as the 40th parallel. 

3. The cession of Formosa and the Pescadores Islands 
to Japan. 

4. The payment by China of an indemnity of 100,000,- 
000 taels ($135,000,000) . 

5. The opening of inland China to foreign trade and 
business. 

6. An offensive and defensive alliance. 

Secretary Gresham thinks that the retention of the con- 
quered places is only temporary. The ratifications of 
the treaty are to take place early in May. A joint pro- 
test against the ratification of the treaty has been made 
by France, Germany and Russia. This is understood to 
be a protest against the British-Japanese agreement se- 
cretly made before the treaty of peace was arranged. 
These movements of the great powers may possibly pro- 
duce serious complications, but in what way it is safest 
not to prophesy. 

No birthday was ever more magnificently observed than 
the 80th of Bismarck on the first day of April. Scores 
of special trains brought deputations to Friederichsruhe 
from all parts of Germany. A deputation of head mas- 
ters from 33 Universities, a body of 6000 German stu- 
dents, bouquets in heaps and piles, more than a million 
postal cards received by the Prince, a royal banquet at 
Berlin, Bismarck dinners in all the chief cities, parades 
and illuminations and manifestations of all sorts com- 



